MPCA Bridge Committee Report – November 10, 2009

On Oct. 14, the NCC announced that the AECOM-Delcan co-enterprise has been selected to conduct the Phase 2A Environmental Assessment. The primary function of Phase 2A will be to establish the framework for the conduct of the actual Environmental Assessment and down selection to one corridor, which will occur in Phase 2B. Public consultations for Phase 2A of the Study are scheduled to begin early in 2010. No further details have been provided on the NCC website, and AECOM-Delcan has not yet established a public web site. There have been some minor changes to the FAQ portion of the NCC website. 

In general, the interprovincial crossing file has been quiet this autumn. The Bridge Committee has consulted with Madeleine Meilleur’s office and they have no additional information. There was some tangential media coverage of the interprovincial crossing issue associated with the Gatineau municipal elections, since one candidate, Roger Fleury, campaigned on a pro-transit platform and opposed the Kettle Island proposal. 

Rockcliffe Mews Residents’ Association (RMRA) has written to CARAD taking a position similar to that of MPCA, namely that RMRA will work together with all like-minded organizations in the fight against a Kettle Island Bridge, but that other organizations may claim to speak for RMRA only with written approval from the RMRA executive. MPCA has written to RMRA reaffirming that MPCA wishes to work closely with RMRA, as we did during Phase 1. The Rockcliffe Park Residents’ Association (RPRA) Bridge Committee proposed to the RPRA Board a similar approach, but it was not accepted. This led to a resignation from the RPRA Board.

The MPCA Bridge Committee will continue to monitor developments and will be preparing our strategy and positions for the upcoming Phase 2A public consultations. In the near term, we believe that a low public profile is the best strategic approach. Once the Phase 2A public consultation process is made public, the Bridge Committee will seek to raise awareness in the community, since it will be important to ensure a large MP turnout at the public consultations. 

