As a Manor Park resident and an urban Realtor specializing in the catchment area, I find it appalling that this local school would possibly close. I am not speaking as a parent looking out for my own interest: the current programming does not suit my children's needs – also, they are currently studying in French.
 

After hearing parents, students and alumni speak from the heart about what this specialized school has done for them, it is clear that it serves a vital purpose in our community. Youngsters with learning disabilities and students new to Canada learning English need a place to go that is nearby. In addition, this school is very well used by the community as it offers all kinds of evening programming to the surrounding residents: where would all these people go after hours? The St Laurent complex, the closest recreation centre, is overflowing to the point where a portable has been set up as a meeting room! 
 

If the OCDSB is talking about filling schools “from within geographical boundaries”, I would submit that Colonel By is not filled with students who live in Beacon Hill and Rothwell Heights (only 66 of the total student population do) but rather draws from inside its "boundary" which extends to Orleans: Somehow that does not seem very “local” to me. The IB program and its strong students attracts other strong students to the school, that is natural.

 I feel IB students would go to the program no matter where it was located. There is a compelling argument to bring it closer to the core, with better transit access, as students who attend come from all parts of the city. The board was very vague about the ramifications of moving the program because they never really wanted to consider it as an option.

If the OCDSB were really serious about schools servicing local kids and it started to review all the OCDSB schools and their boundaries, stripped away the layers at BOTH Lisgar and Glebe High Schools for instance, and calculated how "local" the students who were attending them really were, I am sure that the Board would have a difficult time justifying keeping both schools open within such close geographic proximity.

 

Oddly, there was uproar when it was stated that York Street Public School would now feed in to Lisgar. Rockcliffe Park Public School, which is further east, has fed in to Lisgar for some time.... Geographically, it should have been York Street that was within the Lisgar boundaries from the beginning, not Rockcliffe Park: Was there not some politically motivated boundary tracing going on there?!

What about the fact that there are three high schools practically one beside the other in the urban east end: Colonel By, Gloucester and Lester B. Pearson (even though it is in the Catholic Board), and that there would be such a big geographical gap until you reached Lisgar, if Rideau was closed.
The reason why Rideau ended up on the chopping block is because the Board feels that it will be able to close it with the least fight of any school that was or should be considered. Colonel By’s demographic was ready to fight and did! Imagine trying to close either Glebe or Lisgar! Imagine the backlash! 

What about the Ontario Ministry’s new directive to make our young adults become “Culturally Proficient”? Is there a worry about mixing up the very high and not so highly achieving students? Are we saying that the Rideau kids are “bad” kids? This is the message that I, as a member of the public, am hearing.

 

The parents of Rideau High School, primarily made up of newer Canadians, are not well positioned to fight because they 1) don't know "the system"; 2) are working crazy hours to try to make ends meet; 3) have large families and not much free time; 4) don't speak the language well; and 5) are not from cultures that question authority. These are not good reasons to use to close a school thinking that no one cares about it, judging by the lack of big and vocal interest.
 

The real crime here is that once this property is gone, it's gone. The urban core is renewing, Overbrook and Vanier are being gentrified therefore bringing new young families to the core who will need to send children to school down the road. I witness this in my day to day business. Let’s provide them with a viable school. What about the future development of the Rockcliffe air base?

As an urban dweller of Manor Park, and a 30 year Realtor in Ottawa, I keep witnessing the closures of our urban schools to justify the construction of new ones in the suburbs. Young families are already lured there by the bigger, sexier, fully loaded homes and now get to enjoy brand new, state of the art schools: what fool wouldn't want to be part of that!? Yet, urban tax payers pay more proportionate taxes and receive less: where is the justice in this?
At the risk of making myself unpopular with my neighbours, friends and clients with some of my pointed comments, I am making this point really to say that Rideau should not close, not that any of the other schools should either. Don’t’ be short-sighted when it comes to downtown schools and the communities going through change.

 Perhaps a really serious review of ALL school boundaries, and how to make them work better, needs to be done.
